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Chairman’s November Message
The information network in Thrapston is very good but for those of you who have not heard,
Ian has resigned from the position of Chair with immediate effect. I would like to take this opportunity
to thank him for all the effort he made to guide our u3a through lockdown and to facilitate the return
of face to face meetings. His efforts have meant that our u3a is better placed to move forward than
many.
I shall be standing in as Chair until the AGM and Paul Ollett (Speaker Seeker) has very kindly offered
to step in as Vice Chair. This means that Executive Officer roles of the Trustees have been filled but
we do have vacancies on the committee and a little more help to run our u3a would be very much
appreciated. If you feel that you could help and would like to join our merry band then please speak
to one of us and come to one of our meetings.
Sheila
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18th November Monthly Meeting
at The Plaza Thrapston
Doors open at 10:00 am
‘The People’s Mosquito’ - John Lee
Speaker: 18th November 2022
Our charity and organization were established by myself from an original idea
using modern social media whereby I published a ‘tweet’ to restore a Mosquito
aircraft to British skies back in 2012.
Before commencing this challenging n were trying to rock me to sleep as the Vulcans
from nearby RAF Finningley near Doncaster, has woken up a young boy in his cot! In later years I often cycled over to the station to watch the RAF flying and was very lucky to attend the RAF Battle of
Britain air shows at Finningley through the 1970’s and 80’s. Often in the VIP areas or pilots’ enclo
Fast forward many years and my love for military aircraft, in particular warbirds, was rekindled as I
started as a volunteer aircraft restorer at the IWM Duxford. Being hands on in a team working on the
Shorts Sunderland, Spitfire F.24, Lancaster and yes Mosquito TT.35 TA719. It was whilst spending a
week’s annual leave preparing this Mossie for new paint I became to really appreciate this aircraft
needed to fly again! In between starting on TPM I also part owned warbird projects, supported a
small warbird flying operation and bought then sold warbird parts.
Since 2012 the TPM project has accelerated to beginning fuseage construction,
and my presentation will cover this.
As a day job I work as a Global Account Director for a very successful British
owned Global Food Service business. But that’s another story!

16th December at the Plaza, Thrapston
The Christmas Event 2022
Tickets includes a super raffle, your tea or coffee and mince pies.
There will be a Mr & Mrs contest, lots of games and
quiz with prizes.
Don’t forget to dress for the event, wear your
Christmas Jumper and Santa Hat
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Derek Blunt : The County of Spires & Squires - 21st October 2022
Review by Paul Ollett: Speaker Seeker
It was the Wednesday morning before our October meeting when I
got the telephone call from our scheduled Speaker Mr Andy Smith to say that he
was unfortunately indisposed and unable to make the visit to Thrapston. It was
a blow to Andy as he had been looking forward to what would have been his fifth visit to our group.
There followed a flurry of phone calls and we were indeed fortunate that Derek Blunt, a speaker of
equal merit realising we were in a spot agreed to come and talk to us.
Derek and his charming wife Lindsey first visited us in October 2021 with a presentation on Saints,
Sinners & Scandals in Northamptonshire and his talk for this year’s meeting on the Spires and
Squires of our beloved county just as fascinating. His talk deriving its title from the many churches
and notable characters was a perfect follow up to his earlier presentation.
The presentation was well illustrated with colourful slides of many of the historic buildings and
churches, mostly with magnificent spires and some of the spectacular estate mansions to be found
dotted around our beautiful county.
Derek is a resident of Northampton and has an extensive knowledge of Northamptonshire, its
architecture and landed gentry. Included with his talk was an interesting quiz with twelve questions in
which the audience were invited to identify towns and villages from photographs projected of features
particular to the place. Some of the locations such as Oundle and Fotheringhay being on our doorstep
were easy for most of us but more distant towns, Daventry and Towcester for example caused a bit
more head scratching.
We learned that the soaring tower at St Peter’s Church in Oundle at 64metres is the tallest in the
county and therefore visible for some distance at villages surrounding the town.
There were little known geographical features of our completely land locked county that is bordered
by eight other counties. Northamptonshire is also the source of eight rivers including the River Avon
all flowing from the watershed either to the West or East with no rivers at all flowing into the county.
The Grand Union Canal also traverses the county entering or exiting at Cosgrove and Braunston
(dependant on your direction of travel).
We listened intently to interesting anecdotes on some of the nobles and notables from our local and
national historical events among these being Robert Catesby whose mother inherited lands at Ashby
St Ledger. It was at this imposing manor house that the notorious Catesby, a devout catholic, planned
with others to blow up the Houses of Parliament on 5th November 1605. The plot was foiled as we all
know and Catesby was pursued and shot dead. His body was later exhumed and decapitated with the
gruesome head displayed at Westminster as a deterrent to others.
Closer to home and more recently we saw a picture of Ashton Wold, another of our county manor
houses still in the ownership of the Rothschild family. Its most recent family resident was
Lady Miriam Rothschild DBE FRS (1908 – 2005), who was born in the house living there until she
died. Lady Miriam was a British natural scientist and a world acclaimed authority on fleas.
Even the Romans have been here and in the village of Piddington between Northampton and Newport
Pagnell there are archaeological excavations which have been going on in the summer months,
overseen by the same couple for the past 35 years.
Derek is the author of several books including a title ‘County of Spires a
Squires’ written five years ago and he donates the whole of his talk fees
divided between the Air Ambulance and Churches Conservation charities.
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Pictures taken of the Plaza Presentation 21st October by Neil Underwood
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Below is a message from Peter Coombs the Speaker on 16th September
“Antiques from the Bottom of a Box” . This was in response to feedback from
Paul Ollett following his presentation which Paul wanted to share with you all.

Good Morning Paul, Thanks for the feedback. It's nice to get your name passed
around although I'm generally as busy as I want to be. I regard my talks as a "fun
thing" at my age I don't take anything too seriously. I noticed one of your future speakers is talking
about the De Haviland Mosquito. Purely as a matter of interest before we moved to the east midlands we lived quite close to Salisbury Hall where the mosquito was first made. As I remember (in
the 1970s) the hall's owner/ custodian was named Goldsmith, I had a connection to his son Andy
who was a noted motorbike racer. As a further connection, one of the De Haviland family lived in
my village and my friends father was his chauffeur and I bought Geofrey De Haviland's old
Sunbeam sports car. Small world isn't it! Once again Thanks Peter

Sale of U3A Sound System
The U3A is selling its PA System and invites sealed bids from members. Bids should be
submitted to either Sheila Underwood (acting Chairman) or Paul Ollett (Speaker Seeker),
by the 12:00 on 18th November 22. Members should note that there is a reserve of £400
on the system.
The system is a Yamaha Stagepas 600i and comes with a padded transport case and a
pair of Hercules speaker stands.
The system has 2 x XLR channels, 2 x Combination XLR/5mm Jack channels and 6 x
Mono or 3 x stereo 5mm Jack Channels. Output is 300 Watts per channel. The mixer
stows in the rear of one of the speakers, as shown in the photos.
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Stitchers Group
The Stitchers Group now has a new home.
We now meet at the Library in Thrapston, but at the same time as before – on the last
Wednesday of the month, from 10.30 to 12 noon.
We are a friendly group who enjoy stitching, whether that is knitting, crochet, cross stitch,
embroidery, black work or anything else. We welcome beginners as well as experts and like
to exchange ideas, patterns and knowledge.

This month saw us working on making Angels ready to decorate our
Christmas trees!
Contact Wendy Davies for further details
By phoning Raunds 623047

TAM
Third Age Matters Magazine
Do you read your copy of this magazine?
Or

Do you see it come through the letter box and put it in the bin?
We are only asking because we need to be environmentally friendly and consider
expenditure carefully.
If you do not read it then we are wasting paper and money!
At a time when we all want to be careful, that money could be better spent elsewhere and
the trees need to be left to grow.
If you do not want to receive the magazine please let Pauline know by either having a word
at a Plaza meeting or emailing her (membershipthrapstonu3a@gmail.com).

NATIONAL ON LINE NEWSLETTER
Please remember that there is also an online newsletter which will keep you up to date
with all the latest news from u3as and what is happening nationally.
You just need to sign up for it (go to the website u3a.org.uk and scroll to the bottom of
the page to the registration form) and it will arrive via email!
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Christmas Party 16th December 2022
There are a few tickets left for the Christmas Event this year, it is at The Plaza
on Friday 16th December 2022,
The final tickets will be on sale at the November meeting. The cost is £5.00 for
a morning of games, quizzes and plenty of fun.

You will be required to give your membership number when purchasing tickets.

Newsletter Articles
Can all Newsletter articles please be sent in Word format from now on. Thank you.
Have you or your group done anything/going to do anything that other members from other groups
maybe interested in or maybe do not already know.? Has there been any changes to your group or
venue.?
Then lets spread the news. Please don’t forget to send me the information so I can put it in the Newsletter, so all our members know..
Editor
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Telephone numbers given in the newsletter are usually preceded by the Thrapston STD code—01832.
Any Raunds numbers (indicated by R) need the STD code 01933

Thrapston and District U3A Committee 2022/2023
Chair: Sheila Underwood

chairmanthrapstonu3a@gmail.com

Vice Chair: Paul Ollett

vicechair2thrapstonu3a@gmail.com

Treasurer: Ann Thorpe

treasurerthrapstonu3a@gmail.com

Secretary: Wendy Davies

secretarythrapstonu3a@gmail.com

Groups Co-ordinator: Roger Davies

groupsthrapstonu3a@gmail.com

Membership Registrar: Pauline Dennison

membershipthrapstonu3a@gmail.com

Speaker Seeker: Paul Ollett

speakersthrapstonu3a@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor: Tina Jones

editorthrapstonu3a@gmail.com

Publicity & Facebook: Vacant

publicity1thrapstonu3a@gmail.com

Plaza Welcome Manager: Viv Tunstall

plazawelcomethrapstonu3a@gmail.com

New Members Representative: Sue Campbell

repthrapstonu3a@gmail.com

Off Committee Roles 2022/2023
Access Advisor:

Glyn Hill

accessthrapstonu3a@gmail.com

IT Operations/Website Manager: Neil Busby

websitethrapstonu3a@gmail.com

A note from the Editor
This newsletter is published on behalf of the committee of the Thrapston and District U3A.
The opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Editor, or of the committee of the Thrapston
and District U3A, or of the U3A Trust.
Please note that items for inclusion in the next newsletter should reach the Editor by the last day of
the month.
Editor and publisher : Tina Jones - email: editorthrapstonu3a@gmail.com
Website : www.thrapstonu3a.co.uk where details of the committee and their roles can be found along
with details of all the groups.
You can also join us on Facebook — Thrapston and District U3A

Thrapston & District U3A is a registered charity number 1179593
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